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MEMBER FOR SOUTH PERTH - PERSONAL EXPLANATION 
Comments by Member for Murray-Wellington 

MR PENDAL (South Perth) [9.10 am]:  I want to correct an entirely false impression that was given in this 
Chamber on Tuesday night by the member for Murray-Wellington.  The member for Murray-Wellington stated 
that I had resigned from the Liberal Party on a matter of principle, and indeed, that was correct.  However, he 
went on to make an entirely inaccurate and false statement in which he suggested that I had resigned as a result 
of having not been made a minister.  In the space of five brief sentences he was comprehensively wrong in 
everything he said.  I want to place on record in this Chamber what is already on public record.  My resignation 
was handed to the then Premier on 30 March 1995.  That letter, together with the subsequent news reports to 
which I will make a brief reference, clearly indicate why I resigned.  My letter to the then Premier stated -  

In essence, I am resigning because of the party’s actions over Senator Crichton-Browne. 

I am resigning because you endorsed Senator Crichton-Browne in the way you did.   

And I am  resigning because, in respect to endorsements - 

I was referring to federal endorsements -  

I am no longer prepared to tolerate, or personally react to, the constant manipulation of branches and 
numbers by powerbrokers who see it in terms of power, power and more power.   

Subsequently, the reasons for my resignation were accurately reported in the media.  For example, on 31 March 
1995 a report in The West Australian stated that -  

South Perth MLA Phillip Pendal quit the Liberal Party yesterday and blasted Premier Richard Court for 
his support for party strongman Noel Crichton-Browne.   

The report later stated that -  

The resignation follows weeks of party infighting over preselection for the Federal seat of Swan and for 
the Liberal Senate ticket.   

In its conclusion the report accurately states that -  

On Tuesday, Mr  Court declared his support for Senator Crichton-Browne, saying he had made a big 
contribution to the party over many years.   

In all respects, the question of my resignation was related to the incidents surrounding Senator Crichton-Browne 
and the manipulation of federal preselections at the time.  My resignation had nothing - I repeat, nothing - to do 
with the motives that were falsely misrepresented by the member for Murray-Wellington.   
 


